Behaviour of blood pressure in dilated cardiomyopathy patients suspected significantly hypertensive at echocardiography.
Eleven DCM patients who were found to have significant background hypertension from an echocardiographic assessment of the role of hypertension in DCM form the subject of this follow-up study. This was to test the reliability or otherwise of this investigative method which is supposed to identify DCM patients who would be expected to manifest hypertension with traditional anti-heart failure treatment. Results suggest a sensitivity of about 73% and specificity of 36%. It has a false positive potential in young females with the "Zaria-type" peripartum cardiomyopathy where fluid overload and not intrinsic myocardial failure is responsible.